
 
  

Introduction 

How was ASEA created? 

Industrial safety and environmental protection within the hydrocarbon sector are of great 

interest for the Federal Government. For that reason, these subjects became a focus of 

attention after the Energy Bill approval. The 19th transitory article of the Energy Bill 

establishes the basis for the creation of a governmental agency in charge of regulating and 

supervising the facilities and activities of the hydrocarbon sector for the industrial and 

operative safety and environmental protection. 

The ASEA Act (Federal legislation ruling the National Agency for industrial Safety and 

Environmental Protection of the Hydrocarbons Sector) was published on August 11th, 2014. 

Based on the timeframe established in the Act, the President appointed the Executive Director 

of the Agency on August 19th, 2014. Following the President’s instructions, ASEA’s internal 

regulation was published on October 31st, 2014 with all other regulations that completed the 

Energy Bill’s secondary legislation. 

According to article 129 of the Hydrocarbons Act, the Agency should issue the applicable 

regulation and norms regarding industrial and operational safety, as well as environmental 

protection, for the hydrocarbons industry; in order to foster development of the energy sector 

in a sustainable way. 

Additionally, the Agency must provide the technical elements for the design and definition 

of public policy regarding energy, environmental protection, and natural resources, as well 

as the related formulation of sector-based programs. 

 

What is ASEA? 

The National Agency for Industrial Safety and Environmental Protection of the 

Hydrocarbons Sector, better known as Agency for Safety, Energy and Environment (ASEA), 

is a decentralized administrative body of the Secretariat for Environment and Natural 

Resources. It has technical and administrative autonomy and is responsible of regulating and 

supervising industrial and operational safety, and environmental protection in the 

hydrocarbons sector activities. 

The Agency’s functions influence the design, regulation and surveillance of: 

 Industrial and operational safety. 

 Facilities’ dismantling and abandonment activities 

 Integral control of waste and pollutant emissions. 

 

 



 
  

ASEA cares for all the hydrocarbon’s sector activities: 

 Oil and gas: Surveying and surface exploration, as well as the exploration and 

extraction of hydrocarbons, its treatment, refining, allocation, commercialization, 

transportation and storage. 

 Natural gas: Processing, compaction, liquefaction, and decompression of natural 

gas, and its regasification, transportation, storage, distribution, and retailing to the 

public. 

 LP gas: Transportation, storage, distribution and retailing to the public. 

 Petroleum products and petrochemicals: Transportation, storage, distribution, and 

retailing to the public, as well as transportation through pipelines and the storage, 

linked to petrochemical pipelines, product of the natural gas processing and to the 

petroleum refining. 

 

ASEA’s attributions on industrial safety: 

 The adoption and compliance of national and international technical standards. 

 The prevention and containment of spills and leaks.  

 Contingent financial coverage to tackle damages, with the previous input of the 

Secretariat of Energy (SENER) and the Secretariat of Finance (SHCP). 

 The facilities’ physical and operational integrity. 

 Risks analysis and contingency and emergency care plans, as well as their 

compliance. 

 

ASEA’s environmental attributions: 

 Protection, conservation, and restoration of ecosystems and natural resources. 

 Waste characterization and management. 

 Pollutant emissions control. 

 Technical elements for the country’s environmental and energy policies . 

 Approval of Environmental Impact and Risk Assessments of the hydrocarbons sector. 

 Authorizations of Forest Land Use Permit Modification  

 

What do we do? 

The Agency, within the framework of the Energy Bill, promotes a vision to address 

challenges such as: 

 Increase transparency 

 Reduce paperwork 



 
  

 Cost optimization 

 Remove sub- and- over-regulation 

 Encourage higher levels of coordination within regulators. 

 

The Agency will develop a coordinated regulatory approach, throughout the hydrocarbon’s 

sector, with a preventive emphasis that weights: 

 Efficiency and cost- effectiveness of regulation  

 One-shop window for paperwork  

 Alignment of economical, technical, and environmental regulations 

 Accountability 

 Legal certainty 

 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

Carlos de Regules  

On August 19th 2014, President Enrique Peña Nieto appointed him as the First Executive 

Director of the National Agency for Safety, Energy and Environment of Mexico (ASEA) in 

charge of the industrial safety and environmental protection of the hydrocarbon sector. 

Carlos de Regules holds a Bachelor’s Degree on Chemical Engineering from the Monterrey 

Institute of Technology and Higher Education (ITESM), and a Master’s Degree on 

Engineering and Environmental Management from the École des Mines of Paris, France. 

He followed studies on Public Administration at the National Institute of Public 

Administration of Mexico (INAP) and is an associate to the LEAD Program for Advanced 

Studies on Environment and Development of the College of Mexico (COLMEX). 

Throughout his eighteen years career at the Mexican Petroleum Company (PEMEX), he 

specialized on industrial safety and environmental protection of the oil industry. On his last 

post at the company he served as Deputy Director of Strategic and Operational Planning, 

position in which he bolstered among other themes the PEMEX’s sustainable development 

policy and the social responsibility annual report.  

 

Mission and Vision  

Mission: To guarantee people’s safety and the environment integrity with legal, procedural, 

and cost-effectiveness certainty within the hydrocarbons sector. 

http://www.asea.gob.mx/?page_id=4648


 
  

Vision: Being the Agency that takes the Mexican hydrocarbons sector to be the cleanest and 

safest worldwide. 

Values 

Professionalism: We work with ethics, knowledge, and experience. 

Transparency: What we do is public and accessible. 

Impartiality: We make decisions based upon objective criteria. 

Timely: We act timely and right. 

 

Organisation chart    

1. Executive Direction 

2. Technical Council & Scientific Committee 

3. Strategic Planning, Processes and Strategic Stakeholder Engagement Department 

4. Regulation and Legal StandardsDepartment 

5. Industrial Management Department 

6. Supervision, Inspection, and Industrial Surveillance Department 

7. Management, Supervision, Inspection and Commercial Surveillance Department 

8. Office of Legal Affairs  

9. Office of Administration and Finance 

10.  Communications Office 

11. International Cooperation  

 

The Agency’s Legislation 

Constitution 

Political Constitution of the Mexican United States  

 

Acts  

National Agency for Industrial Safety and Environmental Protection for the Hydrocarbon’s 

Sector Act 

Hydrocarbons Act 

Ecological Balance and Environmental Protection Act 

Coordinated Energy Regulating Entities Act  

http://www.asea.gob.mx/?page_id=9816
http://www.ordenjuridico.gob.mx/Constitucion/cn16.pdf
http://biblioteca.semarnat.gob.mx/janium/Documentos/Ciga/agenda/DOFsr/DO3425.pdf
http://biblioteca.semarnat.gob.mx/janium/Documentos/Ciga/agenda/DOFsr/DO3425.pdf
http://www.dof.gob.mx/nota_detalle.php?codigo=5355989&fecha=11/08/2014
http://www.diputados.gob.mx/no_encontrado.html
http://dof.gob.mx/nota_detalle.php?codigo=5355987&fecha=11/08/2014


 
  

Environmental Responsibility Act 

Wildlife Act 

Forest Sustainable Development Act 

Prevention and Integral Management of Residues Act 

Biosecurity for Genetically Modified Organisms Act 

Administrative Procedures Act 

Transparency and Access to Public Information Act 

 

Rules of procedure 

1. Regulation of Ecological Balance and Environmental Protection Act in terms of 

Pollutant Emissions and Pollutant Emissions Transfer. Last amendment published on 

the Official Journal of the Federation. 10/31/2014 

2. Regulation of Transparency and Access to Public Information Act 

3. Regulation of Biosecurity for Genetically Modified Organisms Act 

4. Regulation of Prevention and Integral Management of Residues Act. Last amendment 

published on the Official Journal of the Federation , 10/31/2014 

5. Regulation of Sustainable Forest Development Act. Last amendment published on 

the Official Journal of the Federation , 10/31/2014 

6. Regulation of the Wildlife Act 

7. Regulation of Ecological Balance and Environmental Protection Act in terms of 

Natural Protected Areas. 

8. Regulation of Ecological Balance and Environmental Protection in terms of Self-

regulation and Environmental Audits. Last amendment published on the Official 

Journal of the Federation, 10/31/2014 

9. Regulation of Ecological Balance and Environmental Protection Act in terms of 

Environmental Impact Assessment. Last amendment published on the Official 

Journal of the Federation , 10/31/2014 

10. Regulation of Ecological Balance and Environmental Protection Act in terms of 

Ecological Regulation. Last amendment published on the Official Journal of the 

Federation, 10/31/2014 

11. Regulation of Ecological Balance and Environmental Protection Act in terms of 

Environmental Impact Assessment. Last amendment published on the Official 

Journal of the Federation, 10/31/2014 

12. Regulation of Ecological Balance and Environmental Protection Act in terms of 

Prevention and Control of the Atmosphere’s Pollution. Last amendment published on 

the Official Journal of the Federation, 10/31/2014 

13. Regulation of Hydrocarbons Act 

 

http://dof.gob.mx/nota_detalle.php?codigo=5301688&fecha=07/06/2013
http://biblioteca.semarnat.gob.mx/janium/Documentos/Ciga/libros2009/ACD000824.pdf
http://www.diputados.gob.mx/LeyesBiblio/pdf/259.pdf
http://www.diputados.gob.mx/LeyesBiblio/pdf/263_051214.pdf
http://www.diputados.gob.mx/LeyesBiblio/pdf/LBOGM.pdf
http://www.diputados.gob.mx/LeyesBiblio/pdf/112.pdf
http://www.diputados.gob.mx/LeyesBiblio/pdf/244_140714.pdf
http://www.diputados.gob.mx/LeyesBiblio/pdf/244_140714.pdf
http://www.diputados.gob.mx/LeyesBiblio/pdf/244_140714.pdf
http://www.diputados.gob.mx/LeyesBiblio/pdf/244_140714.pdf
http://www.diputados.gob.mx/LeyesBiblio/regley/Reg_LFTAIPG.pdf
http://www.diputados.gob.mx/LeyesBiblio/regley/Reg_LBOGM.pdf
http://www.profepa.gob.mx/innovaportal/file/1162/1/reglamento_de_la_ley_general_para_la_prevencion_y_gestion_integral_de_los_residuos.pdf
http://www.profepa.gob.mx/innovaportal/file/1162/1/reglamento_de_la_ley_general_para_la_prevencion_y_gestion_integral_de_los_residuos.pdf
http://www.diputados.gob.mx/LeyesBiblio/regley/Reg_LGDFS_311014.pdf
http://www.diputados.gob.mx/LeyesBiblio/regley/Reg_LGDFS_311014.pdf
http://biblioteca.semarnat.gob.mx/janium/Documentos/Ciga/agenda/DOFsr/DO2008.pdf
http://www.diputados.gob.mx/LeyesBiblio/regley/Reg_LGEEPA_ANP.pdf
http://www.diputados.gob.mx/LeyesBiblio/regley/Reg_LGEEPA_ANP.pdf
http://www.diputados.gob.mx/LeyesBiblio/regley/Reg_LGEEPA_MEIA_311014.pdf
http://www.diputados.gob.mx/LeyesBiblio/regley/Reg_LGEEPA_MEIA_311014.pdf
http://www.diputados.gob.mx/LeyesBiblio/regley/Reg_LGEEPA_MEIA_311014.pdf
http://www.diputados.gob.mx/LeyesBiblio/regley/Reg_LGEEPA_MEIA_311014.pdf
http://www.diputados.gob.mx/LeyesBiblio/regley/Reg_LGEEPA_MEIA_311014.pdf
http://www.diputados.gob.mx/LeyesBiblio/regley/Reg_LGEEPA_MEIA_311014.pdf
http://www.profepa.gob.mx/innovaportal/file/1157/1/reglamento_de_la_lgeepa_en_materia_de_prevencion_y_control_de_la_contaminacion_de_la_atmosfera.pdf
http://www.profepa.gob.mx/innovaportal/file/1157/1/reglamento_de_la_lgeepa_en_materia_de_prevencion_y_control_de_la_contaminacion_de_la_atmosfera.pdf
http://www.profepa.gob.mx/innovaportal/file/1157/1/reglamento_de_la_lgeepa_en_materia_de_prevencion_y_control_de_la_contaminacion_de_la_atmosfera.pdf
http://www.profepa.gob.mx/innovaportal/file/3275/1/reglamento_de_la_lgeepa_en_materia_de_ordenamiento_ecologico.pdf
http://www.profepa.gob.mx/innovaportal/file/3275/1/reglamento_de_la_lgeepa_en_materia_de_ordenamiento_ecologico.pdf
http://www.profepa.gob.mx/innovaportal/file/3275/1/reglamento_de_la_lgeepa_en_materia_de_ordenamiento_ecologico.pdf
http://www.profepa.gob.mx/innovaportal/file/1157/1/reglamento_de_la_lgeepa_en_materia_de_prevencion_y_control_de_la_contaminacion_de_la_atmosfera.pdf
http://www.profepa.gob.mx/innovaportal/file/1157/1/reglamento_de_la_lgeepa_en_materia_de_prevencion_y_control_de_la_contaminacion_de_la_atmosfera.pdf
http://www.profepa.gob.mx/innovaportal/file/1157/1/reglamento_de_la_lgeepa_en_materia_de_prevencion_y_control_de_la_contaminacion_de_la_atmosfera.pdf
http://dof.gob.mx/nota_detalle.php?codigo=5366671&fecha=31/10/2014


 
  

 

 

Topics of interest 

 

SEMARNAT - Secretariat for Environment and Natural Resources 

 

 Management programs for air quality improvement. 

 Pollutant release and transfer registers. 

 Emissions Inventory. 

 Document: Theory and general concepts for the elaboration of verifiable inventories 

of greenhouse gas emissions. 

 Mexican norms in the environmental sector. 

 

SENER – Secretariat of Energy 

 Undersecretariat  for Hydrocarbons 

 Technical Documents of the oil sector 

 Brief of the hydrocarbons reserve registry 

 Hydrocarbons National System 

 Mexican official norms on LP gas  

 Directorate General on Oil  

 What is the shale gas/oil and why is it important? 

 

CNH – National Hydrocarbons Commission   

 

 Round Zero 

 

 Round 1 

Geological information, statistics, and maps 

 

Energy Regulatory Commission  

 Daily report of the hydrocarbons market 

 Energy Information System 

 Obligations of permittees for natural gas transportation 

 Obligations of permittees for LP gas transportation 

 Electric sector reports: generation 

 Electric sector reports: customers, volume and income by consuming sectors. 

 

http://www.semarnat.gob.mx/temas/gestion-ambiental/calidad-del-aire/programas-de-gestion-para-mejorar-la-calidad-del-aire
http://www.semarnat.gob.mx/temas/gestion-ambiental/calidad-del-aire/registro-de-emisiones-y-transferencia-de-contaminantes-retc
http://www.semarnat.gob.mx/temas/gestion-ambiental/calidad-del-aire/inventario-de-emisiones
http://www.semarnat.gob.mx/sites/default/files/documentos/fomento/documentos/2014/guia-inventaros-gei.pdf
http://www.semarnat.gob.mx/sites/default/files/documentos/fomento/documentos/2014/guia-inventaros-gei.pdf
http://www.semarnat.gob.mx/leyes-y-normas/normas-mexicanas
http://www.energia.gob.mx/portal/Default_Intermedia.aspx?id=2538
http://www.energia.gob.mx/portal/Default.aspx?id=1522
http://egob2.energia.gob.mx/SNIH/Reportes/Portal.swf?ProgGuid=FCAF8F9D-21D6-4661-98B5-55D84B9C1D85
http://egob2.energia.gob.mx/SNIH/Reportes/Portal.swf?ProgGuid=FCAF8F9D-21D6-4661-98B5-55D84B9C1D99
http://www.energia.gob.mx/portal/Default.aspx?id=983
http://www.energia.gob.mx/portal/Default_Intermedia.aspx?id=2597
http://www.energia.gob.mx/webSener/shale/shale_sp.html
http://www.energia.gob.mx/webSener/rondacero/
http://www.cnh.gob.mx/6600.aspx
http://www.cnh.gob.mx/6600.aspx
http://www.cre.gob.mx/articulo.aspx?id=394
http://sie.energia.gob.mx/
http://www.cre.gob.mx/articulo.aspx?id=501
http://www.cre.gob.mx/articulo.aspx?id=501
http://www.cre.gob.mx/articulo.aspx?id=428
http://www.cre.gob.mx/articulo.aspx?id=428


 
  

Press Office 

Press 

 Slideshows  

 Newsletters 

 Photo gallery 

 Videos 

 ASEA in the media 

This page includes information related to ASEA’s actions to guarantee the industrial safety 

and environmental protection. 

Here, you will find newsletters, communication material, photo galleries, and video reports 

of the Agency’s activities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                              

 

MAILING ADDRESS: Melchor Ocampo 469, Colonia Nueva Anzures, Delegación Miguel 

Hidalgo, C.P. 11590, México City, México 

TELS: (+52) 55 5250 9255, (+52) 55 2624 2988 

E-MAIL: contactoasea@gmail.com 

 

http://www.asea.gob.mx/?page_id=10018
http://www.asea.gob.mx/?page_id=5389
http://www.asea.gob.mx/?page_id=5389
http://www.asea.gob.mx/?page_id=825
http://www.asea.gob.mx/?page_id=2434
http://www.asea.gob.mx/?page_id=2434
http://www.asea.gob.mx/?page_id=10061
http://www.asea.gob.mx/?page_id=10061
mailto:contactoasea@gmail.com

